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Syphilis in Mecklenburg County 
 

The incidence of early syphilis in Mecklenburg County has increased nearly 50% from January 1 through 

October 31, 2014 as compared to the same time period in 2013.  We are asking medical providers to take an 

aggressive approach to diagnosing and treating syphilis in order to reverse this trend.  Please consider the 

following management guidelines and reporting laws: 

 

1. When evaluating a patient with suspected syphilis or other sexually transmitted disease, perform a full 

history and physical, including oral and anal exams. Maintain a high index of suspicion for early syphilis 

in patients with symptoms of chancre (painless sore), skin rash (without itching), mucous membrane 

lesions, fever, swollen lymph glands, sore throat, patchy hair loss, headaches, weight loss, muscle aches, 

and fatigue. 

2. Proactively treat all suspected cases and/or sexual partners if symptoms of syphilis are present (DO 

NOT wait for confirmatory testing). 

a. First line treatment of primary, secondary or early latent syphilis infections is a one-time 

dose of 2.4 million units of penicillin G benzathine (Bicillin L-A) for non-allergic patients. 

b. If penicillin allergic and not pregnant, treat with doxcycline 100 mg orally twice daily for 14 

days. 

c. Pregnant women who are penicillin allergic should be desensitized and treated with 

penicillin. 

3. If you do not have Bicillin readily available in your practice, telephone the Mecklenburg County Health 

Department to arrange for expedited treatment at the local health department. 

4. North Carolina law requires syphilis cases to be reported within 24 hours of diagnosis  

(704-336-3349 or 704-566-8990). 

5.  If you test for syphilis, also test for other sexually transmitted diseases. 

6. To obtain assistance with syphilis reporting, diagnosis, management, and partner notification, contact 

one of the disease intervention specialists listed below: 

 

Mary Ann Curtis 704-336-3349 

John Little  704-614-2993 

Michael Rogers 704-614-6510 
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